Abstract

This study focuses on the effect of the Bible on the Modern Arabic Literature of Syria and Egypt from an ideological perspective, which regards intertexuality as an expression of such effect. Since the study covers a period that exceeds 100 years, it abides by an historical approach that divides the period into three discernible sub-periods with the two World Wars as milestones.

The study makes use of an analytical method that falls within the school of Marxist literary criticism. The method was developed by the British leftist critic Terry Eagleton in his book Criticism and Ideology 1976 –translated into Arabic by Fakhri Saleh- in which he depends on the contributions of Louis Althusser and Pierre Macherey in the field of thought and literary criticism. Eagleton realizes that literature and ideology, in the broad Althusseran sense, are related, thus the historical and complex articulation of the authorial ideology with the general ideology affects the unique features of any given text.

The study reveals intertexts with the Bible in selected literary texts, both poetry and prose, for pioneer Arab writers. For every particular text, an analysis of its ideological background is followed by determination of the state of articulation (analogy, separation, paradox) between the authorial ideology and the general ideology. This is attained by a study of the biography and the thought of the writer (of particular interest are details that disclose his standpoint to Christian religious heritage) and by depicting the general ideological scene that synchronizes with the production of the literary text. A chapter in this study, concerned with discussing the development of modern Arabic thought, serves as a data base for deducing the above-mentioned ideological scenes.

Conclusions deal with the effect of the Bible on modern Arabic literature in Great Syria and Egypt and the relation of that effect with the concomitant ideological environment and are concordant with the assumptions laid out in the introduction. 
Conclusions for every sub-period after analysis of the relation between the appearance of intertexuality with the Bible, as an ideological expression or code,  and the ideology coinciding with the time of the production of the examined literary texts. These conclusions explain the methods of action through which the general and authorial components of ideology generate intertextuality.
The manner in which intertextuality with the Bible presents itself in modern Arabic literature, more so in the literature of pioneer writers, as disclosed by this study; for never has there been an historical period that fully prevented the interaction of Arabic literature -irrespective of the general ideology- with the Christian component of its culture, is evidence of the originality of the Christian cultural inheritance within its broader Arabic culture.
